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x -

“The Appzlachian Trail Conference throuzh its menmber

clubs is supporting the HikaWation project as the 50 to

60 participants walk from Damascus to wasnington D.Ce- .
lezving the L.T. at Harpers Ferry.

The hike started in ban Francisco April 12, 1980 and the
unofficicl time schedule indicates the group should arrive in
Virginia in late February or early March. : g

Those of you who have followed the hike by reading the
AHS Newsletter or Backpacker magazine are aware that along
the way mucn publicity and loczl participation is the norm.

5 It is hoped each of our clubs will participate as the

Y group hikes your section of the trail. One point of great

gg importance is that maint enznce of the A.7. from Damascus to
~ Harpers Ferry should be even better than during our "Walk Thru"
= -last spring.

It is suggested your club appoint a comaittee to \’
coordinate club and community activities. B
The A.T. as it proceeds northward generally skirts \g, =
C Ay major cities between Dumazscus and Harpers Ferry; however, .
i’-& P D?.«-I?;E.SCRS, Pearishurz, Roanoke, Rockfi Sh HED '.snvnnqbn'rn\ = s
O e agg_mgi_ties that couid be used for welcomn.nc, or speciadi activities..
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SRR mascus is certainly one city that is ideal for welcomlnﬂ'
- PR because it is the entrunce to the 'Pd'IiOLIS National Scenic A.Pe v =
“:, The hiking community across the nation will have their eyes —= 7.
., focused on the A.T., Ve certc,lnl,; desire to set an examnle IOTr
- the. Y\Iatlora zrowing TI‘c.lJ. sy stem. ~ '""‘“-’1.-
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progrem suitable to their area. No funds have been authorized
by the Board of Managers so local activity shouid be based on
self financing.

Reported activities along the hike to date indicate major
community and sporting goods company support.

Activities included- znd I assume occurred:
1. David F. Hales, Senior Deputy of the Dept. 0f Interior met
the hikers at silverton, Colo. Aug. 26.
2. Members of the Youth Conservation Corps (Colo.) joined the
hike for several days.
3, Silverton Colo.-welcome h=nd shakes from Colo. Congressman,
“- +-= - — g catered dinner, «nd foix music; :
4. Utah-hikers had a chance to go through Zion National Park, — -
The Coleman Co. hosted a breakfast. Special side trip hikes
in Utzh,
The Postum vivision of Gemeral Foods hosted a beef and chlcken
barbecue.
5. Some areas- TV coverage.
6. U.S. News and Worid Report, July 21, 1980 issue.
7. Local residents Jjoined the group for one day to several days.
¥ 8. Coveraze by UPI, A.P.
¥ . 9. Greeting by i0041 town officizls-mayor.
ﬁpﬂ 10. Reese Iukei, Tidewater ATC suggests the Virginia Clubs ad
5{ : as & minimum should serve as guides, help plén lodging and
assist the group especizlly if weather is bad. It has also
been suggested each club select local laundrymats so clothes
can be dried. Location for hot showers and a place to warm up. EE

*,

o

in their food supply and other essentials. Reese Lukei.is

The AHS does have state coordinators to assist the hikersy :

ik the AHS Virginia coordinator. o 3
Y b \%ar ;

‘ﬁags? e 1€ N1ke from Hzrpers rerry to Washington in wWay, will “=e-
g be under the guidance of Ed Garvey. A huﬂh celebration is . cbong
i ) scneduled for Washinzton D.C. . _ X
. g The club planning must be such that dates are flexable, iz~
“:¥ Winter weazather will delay the hikers so plans should be rw. —%
‘eomnleted &8s soon as possible but can not occur until a few e
days before the group arrives in Jour mTEG. o
e ‘,_@_—-4».-____ w*‘}“z.u',.
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Please let me know if your club will plan special events
and to the extent you plan to participate along the trail.

You may receive correspondence from the Virginia Coordinztor
seeking information relieting to supporting the hikers.

Please send me the name of your committee chairman.

Present ATC Coordinators are:

°

Ed Page Natural Bridge ATC

Reese F, Iukel Tidewater ATC
Mike Tawson

Dave Siartzei
Bob Proudman

rnanracarnts +

L‘C,!:JL

eseniav
SW Va. ATC representative
ATC Acting Executive Director
A.T. Project Office NPS

3
S

r

=
¥ <

As more intormation becomes available you will be

club plans.

Sincerely,

ot 72

FEd. Page
Chairman ATC

¢/c Ruth Plackburn

Ed. Garvey
Coordinators

However it is not too early to formulate your
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Ed Page:

Subject: Hike-a-Nation

Do you have information on this? They began in San Francisco
and will arrive in southern Virginia in the spring. PATC has
a member, Susan Henly who is with them.

You are in a good position to represent the ATC in making the
preparations for their hike through Virginia. When I go up to
the Conference I will look up whatever material Hank could .
have left. He assured the group of our interest.

You are the ideal person to head up this program. I will let

you know what I find out.
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Lear Craiz: subjects lille & vation

vae A weldlieien roil Jonference ot its recent
psoard of “enwjers meeting het asicd me Lo coorainsce tie
Hike a Wetion activity witn.the different A.T. trail
ciubs thal viii ve involved w& the nikers w.lk the 4,7.
from D: escus, Yo. Lo Hurpers rerry.

~oula you nle.se brang me up Lo d. te on tae prosress
oi the partiicipuinis : Vhen do you «niicipate tney .1lu
enter the A.7, «nd waere 7

If deluiis cun be workced outl it is m desire o
have @ bonJ:121~e meaner club pazriicipale wica tne Mike a
Nation oroup as Lhey wa.ox tiarou n each crub areu,

oW (o we coordainate witn vou the "V und Mews nedia
for the event?

: what setivities heve loc:l niking cluos- or locul

interestea .rours— odne for the Zroup® Tn olther words
what hes tae sroun vecome tn evoecet of local su»rnorters
Inless some unerpecleu ice scoril oceours we aone to have
tie ‘roil iin 000 conariviornr Lor the hiwers,

L d
I e itiner no keen prect.yod for the hike thru
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Virziaia {(7cnn. ar .:.) pleasSe send me & CoDY.
e
This lceitzy serves 1o open ithe ~loaning PIroce T fo1r nTC/
iike & "eiion zetivity p'eg”:e advice 1f ths w13 desiren ihis
Joint purticipuiion. 1 understanc »d Ggrvey is working on
deteils rel: tive ‘o lhe hixke from larpers Ferry 1o .uouiniion.
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